gharial. Herds of bluebull, chinkara and sambar are a common sight.
On the road to Panna are the spectacular Pandav Falls. Alternate
picnic sites are Benisagar Dam, Raneh Falls and Ranguan Lake, while
interesting trips can be made to Rajgarh Palace, now being converted
into a Heritage Hotel, and Dhubela Museum. Further away is
Bandhavgarh National Park and tranquil Chitrakoot.

Dubela Palace : The palace was built in 17°-18" century A.D. by
Maharaja Chhatrasal. Thin bricks, sand and lime were used in the
construction of the palace. At present, the building houses a museum
Tomb of Maharaj Chhatarsal : Built in 18" century A.D. the tomb of
Maharaj Chhatarsal is an octagonal structure. The samadhi of
Maharaja Chhatrasal is situated in the middle with a pradakshina path.
It is undoubtedly the finest monument in the Dhubela-Mau Sahania-
Maheba complex.

Raneh Falls : Raneh Falls is on the majestic Ken river. The main
attraction here is the Canyon of Crystalline Granite 5km long and 100ft
deep. This granite has shades of pink, red, misty white, green and
gray.

The Chhatarpur district has many monuments of —archaeological
importance including cenotaphs, fortresses and temples. An
exploration of these remains of glory will add to your experience.
Bandi Saliyya, remains of ancient temple group at Kaindi-9 kms from
the district head quarters of Chhatarpur ,Dronagiri Jain Temples
Sendhwa, The tomb of Maharaja Chhatrasal's spouse Maharani
Kamlapati and Mastani Mahal at Mau Sahania.

Howto Reach

By Air: Services link Khajuraho with Delhi and Varanasi.

By Rail : Khajuraho has its own railway station linking it to Delhi,
Jhansi (172 km), Harpalpur (94 km) & Mahoba (64 km), Satna (117 km)
which is on the Mumbai-Allahabad line of the Central Railway is a
convenient rail link for those coming from Mumbai, Kolkata, Kanpur,
Udaipurand Varanasi.

By Road : Khajuraho is connected by regular buses with Satna,
Harpalpur, Jhansiand Mahoba.

Best Season : July to March

YourHost :
« Hotel Jhankar (MPT) e Hotel Payal (MPT) e Tourist Village (MPT)

Hotel No.of Typeof  Rest. Bar Swimming Conf. Gym
Rooms Rooms Pool __ Hall

Hotel Payal 25 14AC N 1 1 1

07686-274064, 274076 11 Aircooled 75 pax

payal@mptourism.com

Hotel Jhankar 19 19AC 1 1 o 1 -

07686-274063, 274194 40 pax

jhankar@mptourism.com

Tourist Village 1 11AC 1 : 1 ;

07686-274062 40 to 50

tvkhj@mptourism.com pax

MADHYA PRADESH
STATE TOURISM DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD.

HEAD OFFICE-BHOPAL
Marketing Division - Paryatan Bhawan, Bhadbhada Road, Bhopal - 462 003
Tel: 0755-2774340/42, 4027100, 2778383, Fax: 0755-2779476, 2774289, Toll Free: 1800 233 7777,
E-mail: info@mptourism.com
MARKETING OFFICES
AHMEDABAD - 219, 'Supermall' 2nd Floor, Near Lal Bungalow, C.G. Road, Ahmedabad - 380 006
Tel: 079 - 26462977, 32939000, Telefax: 079-26462978, E-mail: ahmedabad@mptourism.com
BENGALURU - Cfo Mrignayanee Showroom, 1st Floor, Shop No. 1, BDA Complex, Karamangala,
Bengaluru-460034, Tel : 080-25502288, E-mail : bengaluru@mptourism.com
HYDERABAD - Ground Floor, Balyogi Paryatak Bhavan, Opp. ITC Kakatiya Hotel, Begumpet Main
Road, Hyderabad - 500 016 Tel: 040-40034319, Telefax: 040-23407785,
E-mail: hyderabad@mptourism.com
KOLKATA - 'Chitrakoot', Room No. 67, 6th Floor, 230-A, A.J.C. Bose Road, Kolkata - 700 020
Tel: 033-22833526, 32979000, Telefax: 033 - 22875855, E-mail: kolkata@mptourism.com
LUCKNOW - Rajarishi Purshottam Das Tandon Paryatan Bhawan, 1st Floor, C-13, Vipin Khand,
Gomti Nagar, Lucknow - 226 010, Tel: 0522-4021413, E-mail: lucknow@mptourism.com
MUMBAI - 45, World Trade Centre, Cuffe Parade, Colaba, Mumbai - 400 005
Tel: 022-22187603, Telefax: 022-22160614, E-mail: mumbai@mptourism.com
NAGPUR - 407-A, 4th Floor, Lokmat Bhawan, Wardha Road, Nagpur - 440 012
Tel: 0712 - 2442378, 3259000, Telefax: 0712-2423374, E-mail: nagpur@mptourism.com
NEW DELHI - Room No.12, Hotel Janpath, Janpath Road, New Delhi - 110 001 Tel: 011-23366528,
32599000, 23341185/86/87, Telefax: 011-23347264, E-mail: delhi@mptourism.com
NOIDA - Mrignayanee Emporium, Brahmaputra Shopping Complex, Sector 29, Noida
Tel : 0120-4330070, E-mail: noida@mptourism.com
PUNE - Shop No. 6, 1st Floor, Bhosle Shinde Arcade, J.M. Road, Deccan Gymkhana, Pune - 411004
Telefax: 020-25536616, E-mail: pune@mptourism.com
RAIPUR - 103 First Floor, MM Silver Plaza, Ring Road No.1 Raipure.
Tel: 0771-4048810, Telefax : 0771-4049115, E-mail: raipur@mptourism.com
RAJKOT - 122, First Floor, Cosmo Complex, Near Mahila College Chowk, Kalawad Road,
Rajkot-360001. Tel: 0281-2927966, Mob. : 09429197990, E-mail: rajkot@mptourism.com
SURAT - C/0 Guijarat Tourism, Jilla Seva Sadan-2, Block-A, Ground Floor, Athhava Road, Surat
Tel: 0261-2918688, Mob.: 09978794098, E-mail: surat@mptourism.com
VARANASI - 52, Patel Nagar, Mint House, Nadesar, Varanasi (UP) - 221 002
Mobile No. 09235402180 Email : varanasi@mptourism.com
REGIONAL/TOURIST OFFICES
Bhopal - Paryatan Bhawan, Bhadbhada Road, Bhopal Tel:0755-2766750, 2779631
E-mail: bhopal@mptourism.com, City Booking Office: Palash Residency Tel: 0755-2550588 E-
mail: ctobhopal@mptourism.com, Airport Counter Bhopal Tel: 0755-2646667, E-mail:
bhojairport@mptourism.com, Tourist Office: Railway Station, Bhopal, Tel: 0755-2746827 E-mail:
tobhopal@mptourism.com,
Gwalior - Tansen Residency, 6, Gandhi Road, Gwalior Tel: 0751-2234557, 4056726, Fax: 0751-
2340371, E-mail: gwalior@mptourism.com, Tourist Office, Deori, Mob. : 09329170105
Indore - 42, Residency Area, Opp. Saint Paul H. S. School, Indore, Tel: 0731-2499566, 2499466,
Telefax: 0731-2491345, E-mail: indore@mptourism.com, Airport Counter, Indore, Tel: 0731-
2620404, E-mail: Indoreairport@mptourism.com
Jabalpur - Rani Durgavati "Paryatan Bhawan" Paryatan Tiraha, Near Collectorate North Civil Lines,
Jabalpur, Tel: 0761-2677290, Telefax: 0761-2677590, E-mail: jabalpur@mptourism.com
Tourist Information Counter: Khatia (Kanha National Park ) Tel: 07649-277242,
E-mail: khatia@mptourism.com
Jhansi - Railway Station, Jhansi. Tel: 0510-2442622, E-mail: tojhansi@mptourism.com
Khajuraho - Tourist Interpretation & Facilitation Centre, Near Circuit House, Khajuraho
Tel: 07686- 274051, Fax: 07686-272330, E-mail: khajuraho@mptourism.com Airport Counter,
Khajuraho, Tel: 07686-274648, Tourist Information Counter, Railway Station, Khajuraho
Pachmarhi - Amaltas Complex, Near Tehsil, Pachmarhi, Tel: 07578-252100, Fax: 07578-252102,
E-mail: pachmarhi@mptourism.com, Tourist Office : Bus Stand, Pachmarhi, Tel : 07578-252029,
Ujjain - Tourist Office : Near Mahakaleshwar Temple, Ujjain, Tel : 0734-2552263,
E-mail: toujjain@mptourism.com

For online reservations, log on to www.mptourism.com
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Khajuraho
World Heritage Site

he temples of Khajuraho are India's unique gift to the world,
representing, as they do, a paean to life, to love, to joy, perfect

in execution and sublime in expression. Life, in every form
and mood, has been captured in stone, testifying not only to the
craftsman's artistry but also to the extraordinary breadth of vision of the
Chandela Rajputs under whose rule the temples were conceived and
constructed.

The Khajuraho temples were builtin the short span of a hundred years,
from 950-1050 AD in a truly inspired burst of creativity. Of the 85
original temples, 22 have survived till today to constitute one of the
world's great artistic wonders.

The creators of Khajuraho claimed descent from the moon and the
legend behind the founding of this great dynasty and the temples is a
fascinating one. Hemwati, the lovely young daughter of a Brahmin
priest, was seduced by the moon god while bathing in a forest pool.
The child born of this union was Chandravarman, founder the
Chandela dynasty. Brought up in the forests by his mother who sought
refuge from a censorious society, Chandravarman, when established
as a ruler, had a dream visitation from his mother. It is said that she
implored him to build temples that would reveal human passions, and
in doing so, bring about a realisation of the emptiness of human desire.
Itis also possible that the Chandelas were followers of the Tantric cult,
which believes that gratification of earthy desires is a step towards
attaining the infinite liberation or nirvana.

Why they chose Khajuraho, even then a small village, as the site for
their great complex is also open to speculation. One theory is that,
given the eclectic nature of their faith and the many beliefs represented
in the temples, the Chandelas conceived Khajuraho as a seat of
religion and learning, to bring together many sects.

With their decline, the temples lay forgotten for many centuries,
covered by the encroaching forests, victim to the ravages of the
elements. Re-discovered in the early 20th century, restored and
cleaned, the temples of
Khajuraho once again
testify toa pastglory.

Architecturally too,
they are unique, being
different from the temple
prototype of their period.
Each stands on a high
masonry platform with a
marked upward direction in
the structures, further
enhanced by vertical
projection to create the
effect of grace and
lightness. Each of the chief
compartments is mounted
by its own roof, grouped so
that the highest is in the
centre, the lowest over the
portico; a highly imaginative

The Khajuraho temples

recreation of the rising
constitute one of the world's peaks of the Himalayas,
great artistic wonders abode of the gods.

The three main compartments are the entrance (ardha-mandapa),
assembly hall (mandapa) and sanctum (garbha griha), with further
additions in the more developed temples.

Three geographical divisions group the temples: western, eastern and
southern.

Whatto See
Western Group

Kandariya Mahadeo : Approximately 800 sculptures are carved on the
interior and exterior walls of this magnificent temples. The lintels of the
sanctum and the doorjambs have rich floral carvings. Inside the
sanctum stands a Shivlinga. Three bands of sculptures on the outer
walls depicts gods and goddesses and mythical beasts. The erotic
sculptures are concentrated on the northern and southern facade.

Life in every form and mood, captured in stone

Other themes of sculpture in the temple include- warriors and hunters,
acrobats, musicians, dancers, devotees and amorous couples.

Chaunsath Yogini : The only granite temple and the earliest surviving
shrine of the group (900 AD), it is dedicated to Kali. Only 35 of the
original 65 shrines remain. Another Kali temple (originally dedicated to
Vishnu) is the Devi Jagdambe Temple.

Chitragupta Temple : The temple walls depict an artistic profusion of
sculpture of Gods and Goddesses, apsaras and amorous couples.
In the central niche of the southern fagade, there is a magnificent
carving of Lord Vishnu with 11 heads. The temple is dated to 11" century
and s also known locally as Bharatji's temple.

Vishwanath Temple : The interior of the temple contain some of the
well known sculptures of Khajuraho like a lady playing flute, a mother
with her child and another lady painting her foot. The ceiling is equally
profusing with sculptures of floral patterns.

Lakshmana Temple : The Laxman Temple in a Panchayatan type of
temple meaning there are 4 shrines at the corner of the courtyard. The
subsidiary shrine also displays the outburst of creativity in stones with
carved panels and ornamented doorways. The main temple is entered
through richly embellished doorways known as Makar Tornas for the
arched crocodiles

Matangeswara Temple : Still a living place of worship, the temple is
dedicated to Shiva, has an eight feet high lingam and is outside the

precincts of the Western
Group.

Eastern Group

Parsvanath Temple : The
group's largest Jain temple
and exquisite in detail. The
sculptures on the northern
outer wall are particularly
noteworthy. The themes
depict, in charming detail,
everyday activity. Within, a
throne faces the bull emblem
of the first tirthankara, Adinath.
The Parsvanath image was
installed in 1860.

Ghantai Temple : This Jain
temple has a frieze which
depicts the 16 dreams of
Mahavira's mother, and a Jain
goddess on awinged Garuda.

The annual festival of dances
at Khajuraho has become
a landmark cultural event

Adhinath Temple : Dedicated to the Jain saint, Adinath, the temple is
lavishly embellished with sculpted figures, including yakshis.

The three Hindu temples of the group are the Brahma, containing a
four-faced lingam, the Vamana, which is adorned on its outer walls
with carving of apsaras in a variety of sensuous attitudes; and the
Javari, with arichly carved gateway and exterior sculptures.

Southern Grou,

Duladeo Temple : This temple is dedicated to Shiva and is dated in
1000-1150 AD. Shiva is known as Dulhadev here meaning the holy
bridegroom. Historians hold it to be the last of the temples built by the
Chandellas. The temple is laid in the seven chariot plan (saptarata).

Chaturbhuj Temple : This temple has a massive, intricately-carved
image of Vishnu in the sanctum.

Sound & Light Show : This fascinating Son-et-Lumiére spectacle
evokes the life and times of the great Chandela Kings and traces the
story of the unique temples during 10" & 11" centuries. Mounted in the
complex of the Western Group of temples, the 50-minute show runs in
Hindi and in English every evening. Amitabh Bachchan, the Indian
super star, narrates the story of Khajuraho in his mesmerising voice.

State Museum of Tribal and Folk Arts : A fine collection of
masterpieces of tribal and folk arts and artifacts from all over Madhya
Pradesh is on display at the Chandela Cultural Complex. The State
Museum has more than 500 representative items of terracottas, metal
craft, woodcraft, tribal and folk paintings, tattoos, jewellery and masks.
Timings : The museum is open on all days except Mondays and
Government Holiday from 12 noon to 8.00 p.m.

New Temples Excavated : In recent excavations at Bija Mandal,
located 3 km south-east of the western group of temples, remains of
several temples even older than the originally known 85 have been
found.

Panna National Park : Panna National Park, 32 km away and a mere
30-minute drive from Khajuraho, spreads along the river Ken. The
jungles today harbour many species of wildlife. The tiger can be
glimpsed here, with other rare species such as the leopard, wolf and
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